
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
REGION 2 

DATE: August 26, 2013 

SUBJECT: PCB Inspection: Brooklyn International High School 
49 Flatbush A venue Extension 
Brooklyn, New York 11201 

FROM: James S. Haklar, Ph.D. 
Environmental Engineer, Toxics 
Pesticides & Toxic Substances 

TO: Susan Schulz, Chief 
Toxics Section 

On August 15, 2013, a Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) polychlorinated biphenyl 
(PCB) inspection was performed at the above-referenced location. The purpose of the 
inspection was to observe the removal and disposal of PCB ballasts and associated 
fluorescent light fixtures by Empire Control Abatement, Inc. (Empire). The United 
States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) began the inspection by holding an 
opening conference with representatives from the New York City School Construction 
Authority (SCA), TDX Construction Corporation (the general contractor), Taylor 
Environmental Group (a consultant to the SCA), and Empire. During the opening 
conference EPA presented credentials and issued a Notice of Inspection (see Attachment 
1). 

Background 

The Brooklyn International High School is located in an eight-story former industrial 
building built in 1921. The student population is approximately 1 ,318. Several HV AC 
systems are present including a split direct-expansion system, a pneumatic system, and 
window air conditioning units. Heat is provided through the use of radiators. 

The facility is one of approximately 1 05 schools in which the SCA (during the summer of 
2013) is performing school-wide replacement of existing PCB fluorescent light ballasts 
and fixtures. At each school, an SCA industrial hygienist, along with an independent 
consultant, oversee the lighting replacement activities. 

Inspection Details 

At the time of the inspection approximately 85 percent of the lighting replacements had 
been completed, with the remaining work on the fourth floor and in the basement. Tally 
sheets (see Attachment 2) show 1,637 non-leaking ballasts, 212 leaking ballasts (all 
ballasts are assumed to contain PCBs), and 116 stained fixtures. 
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EPA inspected the PCB waste storage area. The poly-lined, contained area was secured 
and isolated from the other work areas. The exterior was marked with a PCB mark that 
was not compliant with the regulations at 40 CFR 761.45 (it did not have the required 
striping). At the recommendation of EPA, a compliant PCB mark was placed on the 
exterior of the storage area. 

All waste was to be disposed of in accordance with Empire's PCB/Waste Management 
Plan (see Attachment 3). While the PCB/Waste Management Plan includes a 
contingency for disposal of asbestos-containing material (ACM), no ACM had been 
encountered. 

EPA also observed the completed recessed lighting replacements on the first floor as well 
as the preparatory work to replace the pendant lighting on the fourth floor. 

Conclusion 

EPA concluded the inspection with a discussion of the Agency's observations and 
completed a Receipt for Samples and Documents (see Attachment 4). 

Attachment 

1. Notice of Inspection 
2. Tally Sheets 
3. PCB/Waste Management Plan 
4. Receipt for Samples and Documents 



ATTACHMENT 1 

Notice of Inspection 



&EPA 

U.S. £ VIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, REGION n 
PESTICIDES & TOXIC SUBSTA CES BRA CH·MS-105 

2890 WOODBRIDGE AVE. · BLDG 10 
EOISO , NEW JERSEY 08837·3679 

if rL/IrJVJ/1 /~ ~11~ 
B~Ly/0 ~ 1/JO 

REASON FOR INSPECTlON 

Undef the euthorlly ol Sec:eon 11 ol the Toxic~ Ccnrol At;t 

~ For the purpoM ol tn.pMting (Including tMJng wnplee, ~ ~ lnd ohr lnepec:tlon IIC'IMI!ee) 11ft I Mlilblllhrnent. t.cllly, 01 oCher pNmiMe In Whloh cMmk:IIIIUbiiii!ICM 01 rnldlne 01 wttclel ~ MIM .,. ,.,~ ptocuud 011111nd, 01 held betoN 01111ter1helr diiCrlbution In OOfriiMfCe (lnoludlng ~ ..... pepere. procnau, con1ro1a, tlnd fKf ft .,., ~MOe being UHd to hnlport C:~ IUbiWioee, rnlxtane, 01 JlltlaiM ooniJIINng MIM In OOIM!eCtion wllh their dlllrfbullon In commerce (lnc:ludlng NCOI'de, ~ ptacnau, oonlroll, tlnd f~ ~on~ the rwqu1rwnett1a ol the Act ~ble to the chemlcel.ubDIOM, rnllduNe, 01 .,.._ wllhln 01 ....,al.-d wllh IUOh .,...,.. 01 
~.noe MYe been oompled wllh. 

0 A. AMnc:lel cWa 0 D. Pweorirllel dllta 

0 B. s.lel dllta 0 E. RnnrctuWa 

0 c. PriclnQ cWa 



ATTACHMENT 2 

Tally Sheets 
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ATTACHMENT 3 

PCB/Waste Management Plan 



Empire Control Abatemer:: 

Table 1 

Description Handling/Packaging Waste Container Disposal Disposal Facility Waste 
Method Transporter 

Wrap fixttre, deanup waste, 
PCB impacted PPE, and deblis in 

TSCAandACM Fixtures wiU1 ACM transparent 6mB poly. Place 
Wires, Clean-up the \Wapped and marked Sealed ro8 on/roB off style permitted landfiD. Cf~emfca! WaSte M-gmnt Tri-Sta.'e Trar,sfer 

waste, and Debris. material in the PCBIACM container. (Must also JB %4 Alabama Hw-1 .17 1199 Randaff Ave 

Asslllled PCB and waste aca.mula1ion area or comply with Emelie, AL 35459 Bromt, NY 10474 

ACM (Asb. >1%) directly Into the designated 
section 02081) 

waste container. 
Wrap fixture, cleanup waste, 

PCB impacted PPE, and deblis in 
Fixtures without transparent 6 mil poly. Place 

ACM Wires. et.n- the walf'Ped and marlred Sealed rol onlroll. off style 
TSCA pennitled CtmrJcat Waste ~Vr,.mm Trf...Siate Transfer 

up Wasta. and material in the PCB waste container. 
(40 CFR 761. 75) 3$ 9$4 AJabarna Hwy 17 1199 R<:mdaf: Ave 

Debris. aca.mulation area or directly landfill. Ernelie. AL 35459 Brcnx. h'Y 10-f? ..f 

Assumed PCB Into the deslgnaled waste 
container. 

Non-Impacted Non-Impacted fixtures with Tri-State ;ransfer 
Fixtures (No PCB ACM wire will be wrapped in 11Sf! Randaff Ave 
leak or stain) wiU1 6 mil poly, then affix the Sealed roD onlroll off style Disposal at an Mir,etYa EnteiPrise Bronx.. AfY 104? 4 

ACMWires appropriate ACM labels. The ACM permitted 9000 Mir.erva Rd SE 
Unless licensed wrapped and labeled waste eontainer Of 

landfill. Wa<pesbwy. OH 44Ei88 Empire Coni.r::X Aba!e 
inspector deems shall be placed into the 14·32 12:r St 
asb. free, ACM ACM container. Co!ie;;e Pt. NY f1356 

Tri-State Traf'~er 

Non-Impacted 11Sf! Rardaff Ave 

Fixtures (No PCB 
Recycle or c&D waste. Roll on/roll off style container. 

RecyCle or ~/f:nerva Enterprise Bronx~ NY 104?4 

leak or stain) permitted c&D 9000 Mir,en-a Rd SE or 

without ACII Winls waste landfill. Wa.vnesbwg. OH 44688 Empire Coni..roi Abaie 
14-32 12.1" St 

Co!~e<;e Pt. N'r 11356 
New 1A2JY1.81200 55-gal 
steel drum lll811(ed with: 

Non-Lealclna PCB- When Intact non-irnpacfed 
Accumulation Start Data, 

andNon-PCB 
Drum 10 #,and waste 

Recycling at a 
Ballasts. All intact ballaSts are removed from description -"NOH TrrStaie Transfer 

ballasts, regardless the fixture, ballasts are LEAKING PCB and Non- TSCA approved Veo!ia Envi:m',ent S'IC 1199 Ral'!dafl Ave 

afwhetherornot placed into the designated PCB BallaSts for facility. W Bridgewatsr. MA Brom:, NY 10474 

labeled "No-PCB·. "Intact Ballasts• drum. Recycling... ljle total drum 
contents weight in kg wll be 
entered on the manifest at 

DickUD. 

aJ!.Ieaking ballasts, 
reganless of INhelher labeled 
PCB, will be placed in a new 

. 1A2/Y1.81200 55-gal steel Ciwmica! Waste Mgmr:t 
Leaking PCB 

When leaking ballasts are drum marked v.ith: 

Ballasts or Ballasts removed from the fixture, ~umulatiort Start Data, TSCA pem1itted 
Mr:x:tef City, NY 14107 Trf..Stete Transfer 

with possible PCB ballasts are placed into the Drum 10 .. and waete (40 CFR 761. 70) 
T.'<lns-shfpped to· 

1199 Rar.rdsif Ave 

residue "LEAKKNG PCB Ballasr 1lesctlptlon- '"LEAKING incinerator. 
Veo!ia Erf<.tirorr,ent S'IC 

Bronx. NY 1047-4 
designated drum. PCB Ballasts for ?665Hwy 73 

Incineration." The total 
Pi Arthur, TX 77742 

weight in kg drum conteniS 
weight in kg wm be entered 
on the manifest at pickup. 

Data: 07/22/2013 Rav. No. 1 



: iWaste Management Plan . 
ater's Edge H.S.(K805) 0015018 

Empire Control Abatement, Inc. 

.................... .......... ------------ ---.. -- .. ··· ···----··· ·-··· -- ------·~----- -------··-- -·-·· ·- · ·······---------------····-·-- ·· ·-······ 

Description 

Intact Fluorescent 
Lamps 

Broken~Lamps 

Handling/Packaging 

Intact fluorescent tamps are 
placed into crush rated fiber 

drums and/or boXes for 
shipping of ftuorescent 

lamps. 

Broken lamps will be treated 
as hazardous waste. Lamps 
IMII be careUy cleaned up 
using the appropriate spill 
clean-up kll Debris and 
clean-up material will be 

placed irto a drum labeled 
hazardous waste. 

Waste Container 
When the crush rated fbe. 
drum or box is placed ·mro. 

service it wiH ha"ve no ot>-,e 
ll1aiDlgs except the UN'DO-:" · 

information and the~ 

Disposal 
Method 

and manufacturer of the bCx_ , '-'-.. :·~-~• Waste The following informatior! v~··· - ' ~,.,. ..... 
be on the fiber drum: Recycling 

. Accumulation Start Data. 
Drum ID t, and waste 

descl iption - auniversaf 
waste -INTACT 

FJuoresc:ent lamps for 
Recycling-" 

Broken lamps and clearKm 
waste will be placed in a new ' 

steel 55 gal OOTIUN ~ 
1A21Y1.81200. Proper EPA i Hazardous Waste 

and DOT labels will be 'l Retort 
immediately placed on the ' 

drum and the hazardous l' waste label completely filled 
out 

Disposal Facility 

Veofi.a Erwirorrdmt Sw: 
W Bridgewater, !fA 

Veo§a Etr,.iroment s-~ 
W Brfdgewatsr. MA 

p~~~~~ 

Waste 
Transporter 

Tri-Sta!e Transfer 
1199 Rari{f&JJ Ave 
Brom, NY 10474 

hi-State Transfer 
1189 Randa/1 Ave 
Bronx, NY 10474 

'Dete: 07/2212013 Re•. No. t 



ATTACHMENT 4 

Receipt for Samples and Documents 



United States Environmental Protection Agency 
Washington, D.C. 20460 

Toxic Substances Control Act 
RECEIPT FOR SAMPLES AND DOCUMENTS 

Form Apptolled 
OMB No. 21170.0007 
ApptoveJ EJipita 10.31-i2 

The public reporting burden for ooa.ctlon o1 lnlormallon II 8llimeted to IMif1IQe 5 minute. P8f responM. Thll 
lnducM lime lor rwvlaMng lnslruc:tlona. ~lng de& .oun:ea. galtwing end maintaining lhe Meded d8l8, end 
complellng end IWYiewlng the oolec:llon ollnfclnn8tlon.. send comtnenta ,.,ding the burden l'IIID or 8I1Y other espeel ol 
thil oollec:tlon ol lnfonnallon 10 Chief, lnlormlltlon Polioy Braneh (PM-223), US EriYifonmenl&l Protection AQetw;v, 40 I M 
Slreel, SN, W..nlngton, DC 20480, and to the Olllce ollnfofmlllion and ~ Alf Ollice ol Management Wid Budget. 
Washlngeon. DO 20S03, rnwked AnENllON: Desk Oftlc:er for EPA. 

2. Film Nama 

Seq. No. 

I 

described below were collected In connection with the 
admlni ation and enforeem nt of the Toxlc Substances Control Ac1. 

No. 

I 

Option : 

Rece pt of the doeument(s) and/or aample(s) described ls hereby acknowledged: 

Description 

8;?/MJT -r/7!1l'14- Pl£)5 

Dlffo rJL- /~~h/Jfl~ 

Duplicate or split sampln: Requested and Provided 0 

Tille 

lnspecllon . File 


